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Abstract : A selenopid specimen detected in Guernsey, Channel Islands in the 1950s but previously unreported in the literature is 
illustrated and reported based on examination of the adult female specimen, which was deposited at the Natural History Museum, 
London. 
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Sobre una araña selenópida polizón encontrada originalmente en Guernsey, Islas del Canal (Araneae: Selenopidae) 
Resumen: Se reporta e ilustra un ejemplar de selenópido detectado en Guernsey, Islas del Canal, en la década de 1950 pero que 
aún no se había publicado. Se trata de una hembra adulta depositada en el Museo de Historia Natural de Londres. 
Palabras clave: Araneae, Selenopidae, polizón, museos, fruta, Islas Anglonormandas. 

 
 
Several species of the genus Selenops Latreille, 1819 have been 
recorded as stowaways. Comstock (1940) noted a specimen of 
Selenops aissus Walckenaer, 1837 found in a banana importation 
facility in New York, USA. Muma (1953) recorded the novel taxon 
Selenops candidus Muma, 1953, and the prior-described species 
Selenops insularis Keyserling, 1881 and Selenops galapagoensis 
Banks, 1902 as stowaways, the two former taxa from bananas im-
ported to New York and the latter from a fruit importation facility in 
Seattle, USA. Schmidt (1971) reported Selenops mexicanus Keyser-
ling, 1880 and Selenops sp. as having been imported with bananas in 
Germany. Crews (2011) reported a specimen of S. aissus from 
Alabama, USA noting it was probably a stowaway, and recorded S. 
mexicanus as a stowaway in St. Maartens. She also synonymised S. 
galapagoensis and Selenops tehuacanus Muma, 1953 (see below) 
with S. mexicanus. Vetter et al. (2014) recorded Selenops ecua-
dorensis Berland, 1913, S. mexicanus, S. cf. tehuacanus (but see 
above) and Selenops sp. as stowaways imported into North America. 
Crews, Baert & Carmichael (2016) used molecular analyses to show 
that S. mexicanus colonised the Galapagos within the last half-
century. Van Keer (2007) and Kekenbosch (2008) discuss the case 
of a specimen of Selenops radiatus Latreille, 1819 imported to 
Belgium with wood from Africa which bit an import facility worker.  

Whilst recurating and sorting specimens in the Natural Histo-
ry Museum, London (NHMUK) in June 2022 the senior author 
discovered a jar containing a single female selenopid specimen 
identified as S. radiatus, which carried label data indicating it was 
imported with bananas to Guernsey, Channel Islands (Figs. 1–2). No 
record could be found of this specimen being formally mentioned in 
the prior literature (i.e. as S. radiatus) and it is unclear who first 
determined the specimen. 

Subsequent re-examination of the specimen confirmed it was 
instead a member of the Isopodus Group (sensu Crews et al., 2021) 
with similarities to Selenops arikok Crews, 2011 based on the mor-
phology of the epigyne (Figs. 3–5). The epigyne lacks a sclerotized 
septum, the copulatory ducts extend to the lateral edges of the epi-
gynal plate, and the epigynal pockets are separated – this combina-
tion of characters ally the specimen to S. arikok and exclude it from 
being Selenops curazao Alayón, 2001, Selenops bullerengue Crews, 
Torres & Galvis, 2021 or S. isopodus when following the key of 
Crews et al. (2021). However, the NHMUK specimen has a smaller 
median field and the epigynal pockets are less developed in compari-
son to previously published illustrations of S. arikok (cf. Figs. 3–4 vs. 
Crews, 2011: 153, fig. 1 and Crews et al., 2021: 72, figs. 18, 20) and it 
is unclear whether this is interspecific or intraspecific variation.  

In addition to morphological differences, it must be noted that 

S. arikok was described from Aruba, which did not export bananas 
during the time period the specimen was found, and therefore direct 
importation with bananas from Aruba to the Channel Islands is not a 
realistic provenance for this specimen. Thus, it is possible this spe-
cimen, if indeed originating from imported bananas, is instead a 
closely related but undescribed species from nearby Colombia or 
Venezuela, which did export bananas to Europe during the time 
period. Another possibility, if it is S. arikok s.s., is that it was a 
stowaway with other types of goods on a ship which visited Aruba, 
but simply found near to and/or assumed to be from bananas when 
detected in Guernsey. Given the above, we therefore tentatively 
report the specimen as Selenops aff. arikok. This is a new stowaway 
record at both the family and generic level for the Channel Islands. 
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Figs. 1–5: Habitus, data label and genitalia of Selenops aff. arikok female (BMNH 1954.4.5.4) found on Guernsey, Channel Islands. 1 
habitus, dorsal, 2 data labels, 3 epigyne, ventral view, uncleared, 4 epigyne, ventral view, cleared, 5 vulva, dorsal view, cleared. Scale 
bars = 1mm. 
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